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Cambridge English First Fce Use Of
English Part 4

cambridge english first fce use of english part 4 is a crucial component of the Cambridge
English First (FCE) exam that assesses a candidate’s ability to manipulate language and
demonstrate a strong command of English grammar and vocabulary. This part of the exam
tests your understanding of sentence structures, your ability to recognize relationships
between ideas, and your skill in transforming sentences without changing their original
meaning. Mastering Part 4 can significantly boost your overall score, making it essential for
anyone preparing for the FCE exam. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the key
aspects of Cambridge English First FCE Use of English Part 4, provide effective strategies for
tackling this section, and offer practice tips to help you succeed.

Understanding Cambridge English First FCE Use of
English Part 4

What is Part 4?

Cambridge English First FCE Use of English Part 4 consists of a set of eight sentences, each
with a missing word or phrase. Your task is to complete each sentence with the correct form of
a given word, which is provided in brackets. This section evaluates your ability to: - Use
appropriate verb forms - Apply correct grammatical structures - Understand context and
meaning - Demonstrate vocabulary knowledge

Types of Tasks in Part 4

Part 4 usually involves completing sentences with a word derived from a given root or word
family. These may include: - Filling in missing words with the correct form (e.g., verb tense,
prepositions, etc.) - Using gerunds or infinitives - Choosing the correct form of a word to fit the
sentence context

Key Strategies for Success in Part 4

1. Focus on Grammar and Vocabulary

A solid grasp of English grammar rules is fundamental. Pay special attention to: - Verb tenses
and their correct forms - Word formation (noun, verb, adjective, adverb) - Prepositions and
collocations - Common phrasal verbs Expand your vocabulary by studying word families and
synonyms, which will help you recognize the correct form to use in context.



2. Practice Word Formation Exercises

Since Part 4 often involves transforming a root word into the correct form, regular practice
with word formation exercises is essential. Focus on: - Noun, adjective, and adverb forms -
Common prefixes and suffixes - Recognizing the base form and its derivatives

3. Read and Analyze Example Sentences

Exposing yourself to a variety of sentence structures will improve your understanding of how
words function in context. Read articles, stories, and practice tests, paying attention to how
words are used and transformed.

4. Develop Context Clues Skills

Understanding the context of each sentence helps you choose the correct word form. Look for
clues such as: - Sentence meaning - Surrounding words - The grammatical structure of the
sentence

5. Manage Your Time Effectively

Part 4 is relatively quick to complete if you are well-prepared. Allocate roughly 1 minute per
question to ensure you have enough time to review your answers.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

1. Confusing Similar Word Forms

Some words have similar forms but different functions, such as ‘advice’ (noun) and ‘advise’
(verb). To avoid mistakes: - Memorize common word families - Practice distinguishing between
nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs

2. Overlooking Contextual Clues

Students often focus solely on the root word without considering the sentence context.
Remember: - Read the entire sentence carefully - Think about what grammatical form makes
the sentence correct and meaningful

3. Time Pressure

To prevent rushing: - Practice under timed conditions - Develop a systematic approach for each
question

Practice Tips for Mastering Part 4
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1. Use Authentic Practice Materials

Utilize past papers, official Cambridge practice tests, and online resources to familiarize
yourself with the question format and difficulty level.

2. Create a Study Routine

Consistent practice helps reinforce your skills. Dedicate specific sessions to grammar,
vocabulary, and sentence transformation exercises.

3. Review Mistakes Carefully

Analyzing errors helps identify patterns and areas for improvement. Keep a log of mistakes
and review them regularly.

4. Learn from Model Answers

Compare your answers with model solutions to understand the correct usage and reasoning
behind the correct choices.

Sample Practice Question and Explanation

Question: Complete the sentence with the correct form of the word in brackets: Despite her
initial doubts, she became quite ____________ (CONFIDENCE) in her abilities. Answer:
confident Explanation: The sentence requires an adjective to describe “she.” The root word is
“confidence,” which is a noun. The correct form to fit the sentence is “confident,” an adjective.
Recognizing the word family helps you choose the correct form. Additional tip: Always check
whether the missing word is a noun, verb, adjective, or adverb based on the sentence
structure.

Conclusion

Cambridge English First FCE Use of English Part 4 is a vital section that tests your ability to
manipulate language effectively. Success in this part depends on a strong understanding of
grammar, vocabulary, and sentence structure, as well as consistent practice. By focusing on
word formation, analyzing sentence context, and practicing regularly with authentic materials,
you can enhance your skills and approach this section with confidence. Remember,
preparation is key. Incorporate these strategies into your study routine, and you’ll improve
your chances of achieving a high score in the Cambridge English First exam. Good luck!

Cambridge English First (FCE) Use of English Part 4: A Comprehensive Guide

Introduction to Cambridge English First (FCE) Use of English Part 4

The Cambridge English First (FCE) exam, now known as B2 First, is a highly regarded English
proficiency test for upper-intermediate learners. Among its various components, the Use of
English section holds a significant place as it assesses candidates' grammar and vocabulary



skills in an integrated manner. Specifically, Part 4 of the Use of English paper is a critical
segment that evaluates your ability to manipulate words within a sentence, demonstrating
understanding of sentence structure and lexical usage.

In this detailed review, we will explore the structure, strategies, common challenges, and tips
to excel in Part 4 of the FCE Use of English section. Whether you're a test-taker aiming to
improve your score or an educator guiding students, this comprehensive overview will serve as
an effective resource.

Overview of FCE Use of English Part 4

What Does Part 4 Entail?

Part 4 of the Use of English paper is known as the Word Formation task. It typically consists of
8 gaps within a short paragraph or passage, where each gap corresponds to a word derived
from a given root. The task instructions usually read: "Complete the text with a word formed
from the root given in capitals."

Example:

> Despite the weather, she showed great (RESIST) to the temptation of going outside.

In this case, the root is RESIST, and the correct answer would be resistant.

Key Features:

Focus on Word Formation: The primary skill tested is the ability to form correct words1.
based on roots provided.
Contextual Understanding: Candidates must understand the overall meaning of the sentence2.
to choose the correct form.
Vocabulary and Grammar Integration: This part assesses both vocabulary knowledge and3.
grammatical accuracy.

Structure and Format of Part 4

Typical Layout

A short text or paragraph, often about 100-150 words.1.
8 gaps, each associated with a root word in capital letters.2.
No options provided; candidates generate the words themselves.3.

Instructions and Expectations

Fill in each gap with an appropriate word derived from the root.1.
Words must fit grammatically and contextually.2.
Only one correct form per gap.3.

Common Roots and Forms

Candidates should be familiar with various word forms, such as:

Nouns (resistance → resistant)1.
Verbs (organize → organization)2.
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Adjectives (depend → dependable)3.
Adverbs (quick → quickly)4.

Strategies for Success in Part 4

Understand the Root and Its Possible Forms1.

Familiarize yourself with common roots and their derivatives.1.
Practice forming different parts of speech from roots.2.

Example roots and derivatives:

| Root | Noun | Verb | Adjective | Adverb |

||||||

| Achieve | achievement | achieve | achievable |

| Create | creation | create | creative | creatively |

| Rely | reliance | rely | reliable | reliably |

Focus on the Context1.

Read the entire passage carefully to grasp the overall meaning.1.
Determine the grammatical structure needed (noun, adjective, etc.) based on context.2.
Be attentive to collocations and word patterns.3.

Master Common Word Formation Patterns1.

Suffixes and prefixes: Recognize common suffixes like -ness, -ment, -ation, -ive, -ly, etc.1.
Prefixes: Understand how prefixes modify meaning, e.g., un-, in-, re-, dis-.2.
Spelling rules: Be aware of spelling changes when adding suffixes (e.g., happy → happiness).3.

Use Process of Elimination1.

Identify obviously incorrect options based on context.1.
Narrow down choices by grammatical compatibility.2.

Practice with Past Papers and Exercises1.

Regularly practice with authentic FCE sample tests.1.
Focus on timing: aim to complete Part 4 in about 8-10 minutes.2.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Confusing Word Forms1.

Candidates often struggle to identify the correct derivative of a root. For example, choosing
depend vs. dependable.

Solution: Study common word families and practice forming different parts of speech.

Spelling Errors1.

Incorrect spelling can cost marks, especially with similar words.



Solution: Memorize spelling rules and practice writing words multiple times.

Misreading the Context1.

Choosing a word that grammatically fits but doesn't match the context.

Solution: Read the entire paragraph first, then focus on the specific gap.

Time Management1.

Spending too long on one gap reduces time for others.

Solution: Practice under timed conditions, and develop a rhythm for tackling the task
efficiently.

Examples and Practice Questions

Example 1:

Text:

> The company’s new advertising campaign was highly ________, reaching audiences across
multiple platforms. (EFFECT)

Answer:

> effective

Example 2:

Text:

> The scientist’s ________ discoveries revolutionized our understanding of genetics. (ACHIEVE)

Answer:

> achievement

Example 3:

Text:

> Despite her (DEPEND) on her smartphone, she managed to focus during the meeting.

Answer:

> dependence

Tips for Exam Day

Read all instructions carefully. Ensure you understand that each gap requires a form1.
derived from the root.
Don't spend too long on any single gap. Allocate about 1 minute per gap.2.
Use contextual clues to guide your choice. Think about the grammatical role and the overall3.
meaning.
Check your answers if time permits. Confirm spelling and grammatical correctness.4.

Summary of Key Points
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Familiarize yourself with common roots and their derivatives.1.
Practice forming words from roots in various contexts.2.
Always read the entire passage to understand context before filling gaps.3.
Be aware of spelling, grammatical agreement, and collocations.4.
Manage your time effectively during the exam.5.

Final Thoughts

Mastering Part 4: Word Formation in the Cambridge FCE Use of English section is essential
for achieving a high score. It requires a combination of vocabulary knowledge, grammatical
understanding, and contextual insight. Regular practice, exposure to diverse word families,
and strategic timing will significantly improve your performance.

By integrating the strategies outlined in this guide into your study routine, you'll develop
confidence and accuracy in completing this challenging yet rewarding part of the exam.
Remember, consistency and careful analysis are the keys to success.

Good luck with your preparation!

Questions & Answers About cambridge english first fce
use of english part 4

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is the main focus of Part
4 in the Cambridge English
First Use of English section?

Part 4 tests your ability to complete sentences with a
word that fits grammatically and contextually, often
involving transformations or synonyms.

2 How many questions are
typically in Part 4 of the Use of
English paper?

There are usually 8 questions in Part 4, each requiring
you to complete a sentence with one word.

3 What types of words are
commonly used in Part 4 tasks?

Commonly, you will need to use verbs, nouns,
adjectives, or adverbs, often in transformed or derived
forms.

4 What strategies can help me
succeed in Part 4 questions?

Read the sentence carefully, identify the key word or
phrase, and consider possible transformations or
related words that fit the context.

5 Are there specific grammatical
structures I should focus on for
Part 4?

Yes, focus on verb forms, prepositions, collocations,
and word formation rules that are frequently tested in
sentence transformations.

6 How can I improve my
vocabulary for Part 4 of FCE
Use of English?

Practice vocabulary related to common themes, learn
prefixes and suffixes, and do regular exercises on
sentence transformations to enhance familiarity.

7 What is a common mistake
students make in Part 4, and
how can I avoid it?

A common mistake is not paying attention to the exact
grammatical requirement or the word limit. Always
double-check your answer fits the sentence perfectly
and adheres to the instructions.



8 Is it necessary to understand
all the possible transformations
for each sentence in Part 4?

While not all, understanding common transformation
patterns and practicing regularly will help you
recognize and quickly produce correct answers during
the exam.

Cambridge English First FCE, Use of English Part 4, FCE practice, grammar exercises,
vocabulary practice, language skills, exam preparation, English proficiency, FCE reading and
writing, test tips
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